
SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION 
In a new initiative, Alliance for Technology Commercialization Inc. 
(ATC) offered to sponsor the 1st ever Business Plan Competition at 
Pittsburg High School. Earlier in this year, Eric Ferrell and Ugo 
Nwagwu from ATC presented PHS students with components of a suc-
cessful commercialization (business) plan.  Kathryn Richard, Regional 
Director of the Kansas Small Business Development Center, made a 
follow-up presentation to the class on business structure and how to 
write effective business plans.  The 19 students in Mrs. Linda Garrow’s 
Entrepreneurship Class, worked throughout the Spring 2004 semester 
learning about Business Plan 
structure. The students com-
peted for prizes in 3 categories, 
Best Verbal Presentation, Best 
Written Business Plan, and the 
Plan Most Likely to Succeed. 
MBA Students from Pittsburg 
State University assisted the 
judging of the business plans. 
Ferrell said that the competi-
tion was a great way to encour-
age the young entrepreneurs to 
think creatively, think posi-
tively, and understand the importance of hard work, research, prepara-
tion and presentation.  

*   *   *  
In an effort to help stimulate entrepreneurial thinking in Southeast Kan-
sas, ATC has contacted Business class instructors in each of the six 
regional community colleges and each of the 37 regional high schools.  
We offered to assist the teachers in setting up a business plan competi-
tion as part of their curriculum program, and to sponsor the contest.  
We are excited about the prospects of raising the awareness of entre-
preneurship.  Please let us know if you are interested in helping pro-
mote this project.  Feel free to contact Er ic by e-mail: 
eferrell@pittstate.edu. 
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technology to the marketplace 

 

From the President 

With passage of 
the Kansas Eco-
nomic Growth 
Act last session 
in the Kansas 
legislature, now 
is the time to be 
promoting entre-
preneurship. The Kansas Entre-
preneurial Initiative challenges 
us to ensure that entrepreneu-
rial ventures grow to be sus-
tainable contributors to the 
Kansas economy. Teaching and 
encouraging entrepreneurship 
is critical to stimulating new 
job growth and prosperity in 
the region. It is exciting to see 
students begin thinking like en-
trepreneurs.  Let me know if 
you would like to start a Busi-
ness Plan competition in your 
community. 
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KANSAS RESOURCES IN OUR BACKYARD 

ATC has been assisting a southeast Kansas business with their plans to 
manufacture an exercise device in the region. As with many commer-

cialization projects, we have assisted with facilitat-
ing development of prototypes and focus groups 
made of target industry representatives to evaluate 
the concepts. In this case, our client was able to 

work with the Mid-America Manufacturing Technology Center 
(MAMTC) engineers in Manhattan  to help design and build the proto-
type. As a partner in the project, they are playing an important role in 
the commercialization process. ATC is working now to help develop 
the marketing, distribution and funding network. We are lucky to be in 
southeast Kansas with so many resources available in our backyard. 
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From the      
Assistant 

It is not 
ever yday 
that most 
people get 
the privi-
lege of  
wat chi ng 
new businesses form from 
scratch with every chance to 
succeed or fail. With my posi-
tion, I get to. It feels great to be 
able to help entrepreneurs start 
new businesses and continually 
work with them through several 
growing pains early in their in-
fancy. It is also fulfilling to 
watch a new company as they 
work through their initial defin-
ing years knowing it has to be 
built well to last. 
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Eric Ferrell and L inda Garrow with the 
three winning students 



Technology to the Market Place 

Interested in joining the SEK Inc? If you are interested in joining the SEK Inc. please fill out the convenient mem-
bership form at www.sekinc.org/join.html  and an SEK representative will contact you. 

Pittsburg State University 
1501 S. Joplin St. Shirk Hall 207 
Pittsburg, KS 66762-7560 

SOUTHEAST KANSAS REGIONAL RESOURCES 

ATC continues to help entrepreneurs, inventors, clients and businesses find the resources that 
they need. We work with clients throughout the region, making them aware of the programs 
available for entrepreneurs and innovative projects. Recently ATC helped Brainchild LLC 
and Kenneth Johnson facilitate a meeting with the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Com-
mission (SEKRPC) to discuss his project and funding needs. Dr. Johnson presented his busi-
ness plan to the SEKRPC County Advisory committee for their input and recommendations. 
The SEKRPC is based in Chanute and has participated in the commercialization plans of sev-
eral ATC projects over the years. For more information about the SEKPRC, you can contact 
them at 620-431-0080 or send an e-mail to linda@sekrpc.org. 

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS OF KANSAS 

This summer ATC met with representatives of Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas 
(YEK) to learn about their program and evaluate whether it could be introduced 
into the Southeast Kansas region. Shelly Chenoweth-Executive Director of YEK 
and Darin Dredge-Program Director, YEK met with  Randall Partington-
Fredonia City Administrator; Jim Porter-Superintendent USD#484; Ugo 
Nwagwu and Eric Ferrell-ATC, in Fredonia.  

The YEK program stresses reading, writing and math as integral components of 
entrepreneurship. The program includes a master scheduling for a full academic 
year, usually within the business education department. YEK does not require 

any additional funding from the school. Shelly described highlights of the two semester cur-
riculum. First semester the students cover business fundamentals, wholesale buying field trip, 
$25 loan, calculator, and dictionary. Students are loaned $25, then allowed to purchase whole-
sale items for resale inside the school through which students learn how to create an income 
statement. The second semester includes an introduction to the business plan and mentoring 
with Rotary members.  

Shelly and Darin pointed out that YEK teaches ‘ tools to own a business’ , understanding busi-
ness, and encourages higher education. These promote life skill literacy, economic literacy and 
value to creating a network. They estimate $10,000 is needed each year to fund a new class-
room curriculum. They look for corporate/foundation grants and partnerships for the program 
funding. Shelly pointed out that in Kansas, entrepreneurship is considered vocational education, 
and eligible for additional funding through the educational funding formula. For more informa-
tion, visit their website at www.yeks.org.  

Exciting Things are 
Happening in SE Kansas 

Coffeyville  Inventor has proto-
type to help prevent contamina-
tion in healthcare facilities.  

Weir New designs for hand 
tools.  

PSU  Student has developed a 
new concept in horse shoe de-
sign and construction  

Yates Center  Commercializa-
tion of an electricians’  tool for 
bending conduit  

Pittsburg  Company is develop-
ing  car accessory that prevents 
soil contamination and pro-
motes recycling. 

Chanute   Innovative design for 
tool management and care. 

Dr . Johnson, an inventor  dis-
cusses his invention with mem-
bers of the SEKRPC in Girard 


